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to Southern India as a Famine Delegate, visiting Hyderabad
said, " the arrangements made to meet the distress and the
diagnosis of the coming trouble were creditable to the
prudence ana foresight of His Highness the Nizam's
Government. " The revenue remissions totalled 321 lakhs.
In spite of such measures there was considerable loss of
life, the estimated number of deaths being 71,658 persons
and 432,926 cattle. Details of amount spent are: Public
works 5.78 lakhs; relief works 8,38 lakhs; poor houses 2.44
lakhs; decrease in land assessment 32.59 lakhs. The
Karnatic area was much affected and the Telingana districts
were much safer. Daily wages given were 0-2-2,

Bat plague appeared in severity and spoiled tine crops of
Rabi and reduced the crops to 6 annas in some parts.

This great famine was caused by irregular rainfall. The
tracts dependant for the most part on the Kharif crops
receiyed abundant rainfall till the middle of August. But
beyond a few scattered showers there was practically no
ram in September and October to bring the Kharif crop to
maturity and to sow the Rabi crops. The sudden and
general rise in prices of foodgrams pressed heavily on
persons who had no savings. Government opened cheap
grain shops for 2.5 months of iTawar imported from Calcutta,
Rangoon and Bombay costing Bs 5.58 lakhs. Bs, 20,000
were sanctioned for each Subah for distribution of grain
to the poor anfl disabled. Free clothings were given to
Purdah women. Poor houses were opened.

This great famine o| 1900 or 1309 F. was of unprecedented
seventy and badly affected one third of the Dominions. The
period was from 5th November 1899 to 1st December 1900.
The rainfall in 1899 was meagre in parts and failed
completely in Aurangabad and Gulbarga districts. The
famine and scarcity conditions prevailed throughout
Dominions. This famine affected the census of 1901 due to
the heavy toll of lives. Cattle mortality was terrible due